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Leaf spot of red tip photinia is a fungus disease that is widespread in the southern states.  
The disease can cause premature defoliation and death of the ornamental.  It is most 
damaging during prolonged periods of cool, wet weather, when microscopic spores of 
the fungus can be splashed from leaf to leaf. Spots are circular and purple with a gray 
center.  The red, tender springtime leaves are very susceptible. India hawthorn is also a 
host to this disease.    
 
Avoid summer pruning.  Remove severely infected plants and replaced them with a plant 
species that is not susceptible to this disease.  Multiple spray applications during the 
growing season of fungicides containing propiconazole and myclobutanil are effective. 
 
** See Extension Fact Sheet FSA 6112 
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